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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Sen. Perez: “This is a Growing Movement”; Legislators Receive Broad Support for Water 

Resolution 
 
(April 16, 2021 - Hagåtña, GU) - Legislators on Thursday received testimony in overwhelming support of 
Res. 55-36, which urges collective efforts to protect Guam’s primary water source from lead 
contamination and other buildup-related impacts. 
 
“As women, we carry our future in our wombs. For nine months, being completely surrounded by sacred 
hånom,” said Jessica Nangauta, a mother and organizer with Prutehi Litekyan/Save Ritidian. “We all 
come from our mother's hånom; how special it is, and how much needed that is. It's crucial in so many 
ways to sustain our lives and in more ways that we may even realize, both physically and spiritually.” 
 
Senator Sabina Flores Perez, the Resolution’s primary sponsor, expressed her gratitude for the broad 
range of testimonies, which reflects the growing multiethnic and multigenerational support for land and 
water protection. 
 
“The testimony we received today was so heartfelt and compelling, and it is clear that the Department of 
Defense does not have the consent of our people to continue with the desecration of our lands and 
contamination of our waters,” said Senator Perez. “The necessity of protecting our Northern Guam Lens 
Aquifer is not a partisan issue. It is not an ‘activist’ issue. The aquifer is our island’s primary water 
source, and any impact to our water source is an impact on all our people.” 
 
Marine veteran Rick Perez gave an account of related contamination issues that have plagued Okinawa, 
which similarly hosts a large U.S. military presence and a long history of contention against military 
activities. Rick Perez also stated concerns that the military on Guam have a record of concealing 
information from the people of Guam. 
 
“As a former Marine, I’m absolutely horrified by what the Marine Corps is doing on Guam. It’s 
disgusting. It doesn’t represent the best of American values,” Rick Perez said. “Triangulated 
communication between Congress, the White House and the Secretary of Defense might be of great 
interest to the people of Guam, as opposed to dealing unilaterally with Joint Region Marianas.” 
 
University of Guam Green Army President Kyle Dahilig said he supported the resolution, and policies 
which do more to protect Guam’s natural resources and move the island toward full sustainability. 
 
“Today we live as if something as free-flowing and renewable as hånom can never run dry. Maybe it will, 
maybe it won’t. But we know that our aquifer is permeable and anything that soaks through the soils will 
eventually trickle through, drip and poison our sacred life source,” Dahilig said. “Today we have water. 
But I’m not sure about tomorrow.” 
 
Social Work Student Alliance representative Arthur Paulino presented testimony in support of the 
Resolution on behalf of SWSA. 
 
“Damaging our aquifer from military actions, If left unchecked, will make our island uninhabitable,” 
Paulino stated. “We must not take our water for granted.” 
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Bobbie S.N. Benavente, a CHamoru mother, grandmother, great grandmother from Dededo, called on the 
CHamoru people, and everyone who calls Guam home to collectively fight to protect our natural 
resources. 
 
“Everyone who has settled on this island and calls this island home; We have an obligation to step up and 
say no more,” Benavente said. “This resolution is the first step of a comprehensive action we must take as 
an island community to push forward, with no apologies, to protect our people.” 
 
“I want to thank PLSR, I Hagan Famalao’an Guåhan, and all our land and water protectors 
who’ve worked to defend our island from contamination and other man-made harms over many 
generations,” Senator Perez said. “The active involvement of our women, youth, and a broad range 
of communities across our island and our diaspora shows us this is a growing movement. This 
damage can be prevented, and we must remember that, in the wake of destructive military 
activities, we are agents and not victims. I encourage all of us to do everything we can in each of our 
capacities to oppose this. This includes holding our local regulatory bodies accountable, and 
empowering them through strengthened environmental laws to prevent contamination, in addition 
to seeking support from national and international bodies. “ 
 
Senator Perez also thanked the community and her co-sponsors of the Resolution: Speaker Therese M. 
Terlaje, Sen. Telena Cruz Nelson, Sen. Clynton E. Ridgell, Sen. Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, Vice-Speaker Tina 
Rose Muña Barnes, and Sen. Telo T. Taitague. 
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